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OFFICER DEVELOPMENT SERIES

THEME: CONTROL THE STOP - POSITION, PURPOSE, ARTICULATION

DATE
July 31, 2026

ISSUE
Vol. 1, No. 2

READING TIME
5-7 Minutes

PURPOSE: The Officer Development Series provides concise, evidence-based professional development for patrol
officers. Each briefing reinforces officer safety, tactical decision-making, leadership, legal knowledge, and
professional report writing through practical application and discussion.

1. OFFICER SAFETY BULLETIN

Treat Every Traffic Stop as a Roadway Incident
A traffic stop is not only an enforcement contact. It is also a roadside incident involving moving vehicles, limited space,
reduced visibility, distracted drivers, and occupants whose intentions may be unknown.

Today's Officer Safety Focus

• Broadcast the stop location and license plate before beginning the approach whenever circumstances permit.

• Position the patrol vehicle to provide visibility and a measure of protection, but do not allow that position to create a
false sense of security.

• Use emergency lighting appropriate to the conditions and continue monitoring approaching traffic.

• Pause long enough to observe occupant movement before leaving the patrol unit.

• Choose a driver-side or passenger-side approach based on traffic flow, shoulder width, occupants, lighting, and the
surrounding environment.

• Avoid standing between vehicles or remaining exposed to a traffic lane longer than necessary.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARD: The first threat on a traffic stop may be traffic itself.

2. TACTICAL REMINDER

The Return Approach Is a New Contact
Returning to the stopped vehicle after a records check is a vulnerable moment. Attention may shift toward paperwork, the
citation, or the computer while the occupants have had time to communicate, move, conceal items, or change their
behavior.

Before the return approach:

• Communicate significant records-check results and your plan to the cover officer.

• Reassess the vehicle for changed seating positions, open doors, lowered windows, discarded items, or hands that are no
longer visible.

• Coordinate approach sides so officers do not converge into the same line of exposure.

• Organize documents before moving so your hands and attention remain available.

• If the circumstances have changed, stop, reposition, and request assistance rather than continuing merely because the
contact began routinely.

THE PATROL STANDARD
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REMEMBER: Routine describes how often an event occurs. It does not describe the level of risk.

3. NATIONAL & TEXAS LAW ENFORCEMENT UPDATES

Official-Sources Briefing
NHTSA - July Speed-Prevention Campaign

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration conducted its "Speeding Catches Up With You" campaign from July
6 through July 31. NHTSA advised that states and local jurisdictions may pair public education with high-visibility
enforcement aimed at excessive speed and aggressive driving. For patrol officers, the operational standard remains the
same: select a safe stop location when possible, document the speed-measurement method precisely, and explain the
enforcement action professionally.

Official source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration - Speed Prevention Campaign

FBI - Special Event Security and Local Patrol Awareness

On July 15, the FBI highlighted its role in protecting public gatherings classified as special events, including parades, fairs,
concerts, races, and sporting events. Even when a local event does not involve a large federal presence, patrol officers
remain essential to early threat recognition. Know the command structure, report unusual behavior promptly, preserve
emergency access routes, and avoid assuming another unit has already communicated the same observation.

Official source: Federal Bureau of Investigation - Special Event Security, Part Two

Texas DPS - Fugitive Task Force Coordination

Texas DPS reported on July 22 that a Texas 10 Most Wanted fugitive was captured at a remote campsite near Broken Bow
Lake in Oklahoma. The arrest involved the U.S. Marshals Service Eastern District of Oklahoma Violent Crime Fugitive
Task Force, the U.S. Marshals Joint East Texas Fugitive Task Force, and tactical assistance from the Oklahoma Highway
Patrol. The patrol lesson is straightforward: accurate identifiers, timely warrant confirmation, and prompt
information-sharing can turn a routine contact or citizen tip into an actionable lead across jurisdictions.

Official source: Texas Department of Public Safety - Fugitive Captured in Southeastern Oklahoma

4. LEADERSHIP & PROFESSIONAL CHARACTER

Set the Pace Without Lowering the Standard
An experienced officer influences the pace and quality of the entire shift. Efficiency is valuable, but efficiency is not haste.
The officer who moves quickly while preserving safety, legal discipline, and investigative quality teaches the right lesson.
The officer who normalizes shortcuts teaches one as well.

Today's leadership challenge:

• Slow the tempo when an officer-safety concern or legal threshold requires deliberate thought.

• Explain the reason behind a tactical or legal decision to a less-experienced officer.

• Review a partner's report for missing chronology, legal basis, or unexplained transitions.

• Accept professional correction without defensiveness.

• Do not allow a heavy call load to normalize incomplete investigations or careless reports.

SERVANT-MOTIVATED LEADERSHIP: The officer who helps a partner make a safer and more defensible
decision is leading, regardless of rank.

THE PATROL STANDARD

https://www.nhtsa.gov/events/speeding
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/special-event-security-part-two
https://www.dps.texas.gov/news/texas-10-most-wanted-fugitive-captured-southeastern-oklahoma
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5. ROLL CALL DISCUSSION

Speeding Stop Becomes a Drug Investigation?
At 0135 hours, you observe a sedan traveling 18 miles per hour over the posted speed limit. You stop the vehicle on a wide
shoulder. The driver provides a valid license and proof of insurance. A rear-seat passenger repeatedly looks back at your
patrol unit and types on a phone. The driver appears nervous and gives inconsistent answers about the destination.

The records check returns valid with no warrants, and the citation is nearly complete. A cover officer arrives. You have
detected no odor, observed no contraband, received no incriminating admission, and have no report connecting the vehicle
or occupants to another offense. You are considering requesting consent to search and asking for a canine.

Discuss

• What is the lawful mission of the traffic stop, and which mission-related tasks remain unfinished?

• Do nervousness, inconsistent travel information, and a passenger using a phone - without more - establish independent
reasonable suspicion?

• May an officer ask unrelated questions while diligently completing the traffic-stop mission?

• At what point should the detention end if no additional reasonable suspicion develops?

• If new facts do develop, what exact observations and times should be documented?

• How should contact-and-cover responsibilities change before any consent request or additional investigation?

6. LEGAL WRITING & COURTROOM READINESS

Traffic Stops Have a Mission and a Clock
Rodriguez v. United States, 575 U.S. 348 (2015), establishes that a traffic stop may last only as long as reasonably
necessary to address the violation and complete the ordinary inquiries incident to the stop. Those inquiries generally
include checking the driver's license, determining whether warrants exist, verifying registration and insurance, completing
the citation or warning, and taking reasonable safety precautions.

Unrelated questions are not automatically prohibited. The constitutional problem occurs when an unrelated investigation
adds time to the detention after the traffic mission should have been completed, unless independent reasonable suspicion
supports the extension. A canine sniff is not part of the ordinary traffic mission.

Texas courts evaluate reasonable suspicion objectively under the totality of the circumstances. The officer must be able to
identify specific, articulable facts and rational inferences that support the detention. Jaganathan v. State, 479 S.W.3d 244
(Tex. Crim. App. 2015), and State v. Cortez, 543 S.W.3d 198 (Tex. Crim. App. 2018), reinforce that courts examine
what the officer knew and whether those facts objectively justified the stop or continued detention.

Write Two Timelines

TRAFFIC-STOP MISSION NEW OR UNRELATED INVESTIGATION

Time and location of the observed violation. Each new fact and the exact time it was observed or received.

Facts establishing the traffic violation. Why the fact was significant when considered with the other
circumstances.

Records checks, citation tasks, and safety-related actions. The point at which independent reasonable suspicion developed.

When the warning or citation was completed or reasonably
should have been completed.

The action taken because of the new legal basis and whether it
added time.

Weak articulation:

"The driver was nervous and gave inconsistent answers, so I detained him for a canine."

THE PATROL STANDARD
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Stronger articulation:

"At 0139 hours, while the records check was still pending, dispatch advised that the vehicle matched the color, body
style, and partial license plate of a sedan used in a burglary reported ten minutes earlier. I also observed that the
rear-window decal and the front passenger's clothing matched the broadcast description. Based on these specific facts,
considered together, I developed reasonable suspicion that the occupants may have been involved in the reported
burglary and continued the detention to investigate that offense."

The stronger example does not rely on a label such as "suspicious." It identifies what was known, when it became known,
why it mattered, and how it changed the legal basis for the detention.

Courtroom Readiness

• Be prepared to explain the traffic-stop mission in chronological order.

• Distinguish mission-related safety actions from unrelated investigative steps.

• Identify the exact moment new reasonable suspicion developed and the facts supporting it.

• Use body-worn-camera timestamps to verify the sequence, but make the written report understandable without
requiring the reader to reconstruct the event from video.

• Avoid post-event labels that were not supported by observations documented at the time.

Supervisory Review Questions

• Does the report identify the exact conduct that established the traffic violation?

• Does the chronology show that the officer diligently pursued the traffic mission?

• If the stop was extended, are the independent facts supporting reasonable suspicion clearly stated?

• Does the report distinguish safety precautions from investigative detours?

• Does the narrative remain consistent with dispatch records and body-worn-camera footage?

7. THREE TAKEAWAYS

End-of-Brief Reinforcement
1. Position before contact. Treat the stop as both a police encounter and a roadway hazard.

2. Know the mission and watch the clock. Complete traffic-related tasks diligently and do not add time for an unrelated
investigation without independent legal justification.

3. Chronology protects the case. Document what occurred, when it occurred, why it mattered, and how it changed your
decision.

"Professional traffic enforcement requires more than identifying a violation. It requires safe positioning, disciplined
decision-making, and a report that allows the court to follow every step from observation to action."
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