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THEME: VERIFY. COORDINATE. ARTICULATE.

DATE ISSUE READING TIME
September 11, 2026 Vol. 1, No. 8 5-7 Minutes

PURPOSE: Strengthen warrant-based apprehensions by confirming the legal and operational foundation before
contact, coordinating roles and contingencies, and documenting each decision in a chronology that can withstand
later review.

1. OFFICER SAFETY BULLETIN

A Warrant Identifies the Objective - It Does Not Control the
Environment
An active warrant can make the arrest decision clear while leaving the risk picture uncertain. The subject may have
changed vehicles, moved residences, gained access to weapons, gathered associates, or learned that officers are
looking for them. Familiarity with the address or the subject can produce the same dangerous shortcuts as any other
repeated patrol task.

Before contact, separate confirmed information from assumptions. Verify the warrant through the appropriate system,
compare multiple identifiers, review the underlying charge and available caution information, and determine what is
actually known about the location. Decide who will make contact, who will provide cover, who will manage
occupants, and what will cause the team to pause or change tactics.

Today's Officer Safety Focus

• Confirm the warrant is active and match the subject with more than a name whenever reasonably possible.

• Brief the approach, contact, cover, custody, transport, and perimeter roles before officers enter the problem.

• Reassess vehicles, windows, doors, bystanders, animals, lighting, escape routes, and known weapons at the actual
location.

• Keep radio traffic concise, but immediately broadcast changes that affect the plan or arriving officers.

• Do not let the presence of a warrant replace the need to identify lawful authority for entering a residence or
searching beyond the arrestee.

• Once custody is secured, conduct a deliberate weapons check, restraint check, medical assessment, and handoff
before transport.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARD: The warrant authorizes an objective. Professional officers still verify identity,
control the setting, respect the limits of entry and search authority, and account for the person after custody.

2. TACTICAL REMINDER

Build the Arrest in Layers
A coordinated apprehension is easier to manage when officers treat it as a sequence: verify, locate, contain, contact,
arrest, search, and transfer. Each layer has a different purpose. If new information changes the threat or legal picture,
pause long enough to update the plan instead of allowing the original plan to carry officers into a different problem.
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During a warrant contact:

• Identify one officer to communicate with the subject and one officer to coordinate the team; competing
commands create confusion.

• Whenever conditions permit, use time, distance, cover, and containment to bring the subject into a more
controlled location.

• If officers enter, know whose residence it is, why officers believe the wanted person is inside, and which legal
authority supports that entry.

• After handcuffing, distinguish a search incident to arrest from a protective sweep and from an evidence search; do
not blend their purposes.

• Document the point at which the scene changed: a refusal, movement toward a weapon, attempted escape,
medical complaint, or information about another person.

REMEMBER: The safest plan is not the most complicated plan. It is the plan every officer understands, can
lawfully execute, and will reassess when the facts change.

3. NATIONAL & TEXAS LAW ENFORCEMENT UPDATES

Official-Sources Briefing
Texas DPS - Two Coordinated Fugitive Arrests
ACTUAL EVENTS - Event dates and locations: On September 3, 2026, officers arrested a wanted sex offender at
a residence in Brownsville, Texas, after following up on tip information. On September 2, 2026, officers arrested
another wanted sex offender at a residence in Benbrook, Texas, using investigative information. Source publication
date: September 9, 2026. Texas DPS reported that its Criminal Investigations Division worked with local
departments and, in the Brownsville arrest, federal partners. The patrol lesson is coordination: confirm the person and
place, share current intelligence, assign roles, and preserve who knew what before contact. The release describes
outcomes, not a complete tactical record; do not infer unreported entry or search authority.

Official source: Texas Department of Public Safety, September 9, 2026.

U.S. Department of Justice - Vehicle Assault During an Attempted Stop
ACTUAL EVENT - Event date and location: On May 2, 2025, during a pursuit that began on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation and entered Fall River County, South Dakota, a fleeing driver swerved his vehicle toward officers
deploying spike strips. A federal judge sentenced the driver on August 31, 2026, for assaulting a federal officer.
Source publication date: September 9, 2026. The operational reminder is immediate: an apprehension plan must
account for the subject's vehicle as a potential weapon and for the exposure created by containment devices.
Positioning, cover, communications, and a clearly identified termination plan remain critical even when the legal
basis for arrest is established.

Official source: U.S. Attorney's Office, District of South Dakota, September 9, 2026.

4. LEADERSHIP & PROFESSIONAL CHARACTER

Preparation Is Service to the Team
Servant-motivated leadership appears before the first command is given. The experienced officer who checks the
warrant, studies the address, asks what is unknown, and gives a short role briefing is serving every officer who will
approach that scene. Preparation reduces avoidable confusion without pretending that risk can be eliminated.

Leadership also means making it safe for another officer to voice a concern. A partner who says, 'We have not
confirmed that this is his residence,' or 'We do not have anyone covering the rear,' may prevent the team from acting
on an assumption. Rank is not required to slow the group down long enough to resolve a legal or tactical gap.
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https://www.dps.texas.gov/news/investigators-capture-two-texas-most-wanted
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sd/pr/nebraska-man-sentenced-over-5-years-federal-prison-assaulting-federal-officer
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Today's leadership challenge:

• Ask the officer with the warrant information to state the identifiers, status, charge, and known cautions aloud.

• Invite the newest officer in the group to repeat the plan and identify what remains unclear.

• Correct role confusion before contact, and update the entire team when one officer receives new information.

• Afterward, conduct a two-minute review: what changed, what worked, and what must be documented before
memories separate.

SERVANT-MOTIVATED LEADERSHIP: The leader's task is not to appear certain. It is to help the team
identify uncertainty, prepare for it, and make the next lawful decision together.

5. ROLL CALL DISCUSSION

The Wanted Person Is Seen Inside - What Happens Next?
At 0618 hours, officers confirm an active felony arrest warrant for Jordan Lee, date of birth verified through records.
Investigators list 412 Cedar Street as Lee's reported residence. A marked patrol unit arrives with a cover officer.
Through an uncovered front window, both officers see Lee walk from the living room toward a hallway. A woman
answers the door and says Lee does not live there and officers cannot enter. Lee then looks toward the officers and
moves quickly out of view. Officers announce their identity and purpose, order Lee to come to the door, and hear a
door close deeper inside the house.

Officers enter, arrest Lee in a bedroom doorway, and handcuff him. One officer searches Lee and the area within his
immediate reach. Another officer opens doors throughout the residence 'to make sure no one else is hiding' and sees
suspected narcotics inside a closed bathroom cabinet. No officer had heard another person or received information
that an accomplice was present.

Discuss

• What facts support or weaken the conclusion that 412 Cedar Street was Lee's residence and that he was inside
when officers entered?

• How should officers document the window observation, the woman's statement, Lee's response, the
announcement, and the movement inside?

• What does the arrest warrant authorize, and what additional authority would be required if the house belonged to
a third party?

• What is the lawful purpose and scope of a search incident to arrest at the bedroom doorway?

• Which spaces, if any, may be checked during a protective sweep, and what articulable facts would support a
broader sweep?

• How should officers handle suspected evidence seen during a lawful sweep compared with evidence found after
opening a closed cabinet?

6. LEGAL WRITING & COURTROOM READINESS

One Arrest Can Involve Several Independent Authorities
An arrest warrant supported by probable cause authorizes officers to arrest the named person. Under Payton v. New
York, 445 U.S. 573 (1980), an arrest warrant may support limited entry into the wanted person's own residence when
officers have reason to believe the person resides there and is inside. Under Steagald v. United States, 451 U.S. 204
(1981), an arrest warrant for the subject does not by itself authorize officers to search a third party's home for that
person. A search warrant, valid consent, or a recognized exigency may supply separate authority. Reports should state
the facts supporting residence, presence, and entry; writing only 'confirmed address' hides the reasoning the court
must evaluate.
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Texas Code of Criminal Procedure art. 15.25 addresses entry to make a felony-warrant arrest after notice of authority
and purpose and refusal of admittance. Article 15.26 addresses informing the accused of the arrest authority and
charged offense and showing an available warrant on request. Department policy, the totality of the circumstances,
and constitutional limits remain controlling.

After arrest, authority divides again. A search incident to arrest permits a search of the arrestee and the area within
immediate control for weapons or destructible evidence; it is not a general evidence search of the room. Maryland v.
Buie, 494 U.S. 325 (1990), permits a quick check of spaces immediately adjoining the arrest location from which an
attack could be launched. A sweep beyond those spaces requires specific, articulable facts supporting a reasonable
belief that a dangerous person may be present. The sweep must remain limited to places where a person could hide
and last no longer than necessary to dispel the danger.

Write the Authority Before the Result

BEFORE ENTRY AND ARREST AFTER CUSTODY

Identify who verified the warrant and when; the matching
identifiers; the address source; facts supporting that the location
was the subject's residence; observations supporting presence
inside; announcements, responses, refusals, and any exigent
facts.

Separate restraint and search incident from any protective
sweep. State the sweep's safety basis, each area checked,
duration, and whether a person could hide there. Identify
plain-view observations without treating them as automatic
authority to open containers or conduct a broader evidence
search.

Weak articulation:

"We confirmed the warrant, entered the house, arrested Lee, cleared it for safety, and found narcotics."

Stronger articulation:

"At 0606 hours, I confirmed through dispatch that the felony warrant for Jordan Lee remained active and matched his
full name and date of birth. Records listed 412 Cedar Street as his reported residence. At 0618 hours, Officer Ramos
and I saw Lee through the front window. A woman at the door denied he lived there, but Lee looked toward us and
moved quickly down the hallway. We announced our identity, arrest authority, and order to come to the door; we
heard an interior door close and received no response. We entered, arrested Lee in a bedroom doorway, and searched
him and the area within his immediate reach. Ramos checked the open closet immediately adjoining the arrest location
for a person who could launch an attack. We found no person and did not open cabinets or conduct an evidence search
under the arrest warrant."

SUPERVISORY REVIEW: Require the report to name the authority for entry, arrest, search incident, sweep, and
any later evidence search. If one paragraph uses 'for officer safety' to explain every action, the legal analysis is
probably incomplete.

Courtroom Readiness
Expect the hearing to move in exact order: Who verified the warrant? How was identity matched? Why did officers
believe the address was the subject's residence? What showed the subject was inside? What notice was given? Where
did the arrest occur? What area was within immediate control? What facts existed before the sweep, and where did
officers look? Testify from observations and timing. Do not use evidence found after entry to strengthen the earlier
entry decision, and do not describe an evidence search as a safety check.

Legal references: Texas Code of Criminal Procedure arts. 15.25 and 15.26; Payton v. New York, 445 U.S. 573 (1980); Steagald v.
United States, 451 U.S. 204 (1981); Maryland v. Buie, 494 U.S. 325 (1990).
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.15.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.15.htm
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7. THREE TAKEAWAYS

End-of-Brief Reinforcement
1. Verify before contact. Confirm the active warrant, the person, the place, and the information that affects risk; state
what is known and what remains an assumption.

2. Coordinate the arrest in layers. Assign roles, use containment and clear communication, and reassess when the
subject, setting, or legal basis changes.

3. Articulate each authority separately. Entry, arrest, search incident, protective sweep, and evidence search have
different purposes and limits; make the chronology visible in the report.

"A warrant tells officers whom to arrest. Discipline determines how safely, lawfully, and clearly the arrest is
carried out."
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